
Mrs. Bessie Franklin
September 24, 1929 - November 30, 2017

Bessie Franklin was born in Orangeburg County, South Carolina on
September 24,1929 to the late Robert Johnson, Sr. and the late Ada
(Seawright) Johnson. She was educated in the Orangeburg County School
System. At an early age, she joined the Canaan AME Church. 

 

Bessie departed this life on November 30, 2017 at the Spring Creek
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center where she had been a resident since June
23, 2013. 

 

On July 8, 1948, Bessie married George A. Franklin, Sr. in Orangeburg
County, South Carolina. Their union produced three children: George Jr.,
Anthony and Timothy. In late 1954, they moved to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
where they joined the Mitchell Memorial United Methodist Church. Bessie was
an active as an usher and in the choir for many years. 

While raising her children, she worked for more than 20 years as a press
operator for Capen Cleaners and other dry clean facilities. Also, Bessie was a
licensed cosmetologist and operated her own beauty shop from her home on
a part-time basis for many years. 

 

Bessie loved to cook and bake for family and friends. She actively participated
in her children’s development by attending countless school activities



including parent teacher conferences, parades, band concerts, sporting
events and award ceremonies. She especially enjoyed her involvement with
raising and spoiling her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

 

Bessie was preceded in death by her husband, George Sr. and her oldest
son, George Jr. She is survived by: her son, Anthony Franklin (and his wife,
Victoria) of Cypress, Texas; her son, Timothy Franklin of Harrisburg, Pa; her
step-daughter, Alice McArthur of Harrisburg, Pa; her daughter-in-law, Caroline
Franklin of Harrisburg, Pa; her grandchildren, Keesha Franklin-Waller (and her
husband, Raymond) of Harrisburg, Pa; Desiree Boardley (and her husband,
Ron) of Harrisburg, Pa; John McArthur of Harrisburg, Pa; Ayesha McArthur-
Moore of Laurel, Maryland; Keenan Roberts (and his wife, Pam) of Harrisburg,
Pa; Kelley Franklin (and his wife, Amanda) of Highspire, Pa; Karlee Franklin of
Jersey City, New Jersey; Douglas Franklin of Cypress, Texas; Victor Franklin
(and his wife, Marissa) of Cypress, Texas; Andre Franklin (and his wife, Teri)
of Cypress, Texas; twenty-three great-grandchildren; two great-great-
grandchildren; her sister, Evelyn Harvey of Harrisburg, Pa; her brother-in-law,
Shellie Evans of Harrisburg, Pa; her sister-in-law, Doretha Johnson of
Harrisburg, Pa; and a host of nephews, nieces, other relatives, friends and
associates. 

 

Throughout her life, Bessie served the Lord and shared His lessons with
family and friends of the family through her kindness, wisdom and sweet
disposition. 

 

The family would like to extend special thanks to the staff of Spring Creek
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center, the staff and volunteers at Homeland
Hospice, the staff of the B’nai B’rith Apartments and the staff of the Wells
Fargo Bank on Third Street in Harrisburg for the extra care, genuine kindness
and professional support provided to Bessie over the past several years.





Cemetery Details

Woodlawn Memorial Gardens

Harrisburg, PA

Previous Events

Flower Delivery

DEC 8. 9:00 AM - 9:30 AM (AKT)

Camp Curtin Memorial Mitchell United Methodist Church, 2221 N. 6th Street, Harrisburg, PA

Viewing

DEC 8. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (AKT)

Camp Curtin Memorial Mitchell United Methodist Church, 2221 N. 6th Street, Harrisburg, PA

Service

DEC 8. 12:00 PM (AKT)

Camp Curtin Memorial Mitchell United Methodist Church, 2221 N. 6th Street, Harrisburg, PA
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Denisa - August 16, 2018 at 06:27 PM

Sincere heartfelt condolences to Ms Bessie Franklin’s family. May
you feel the love of family and friends. May you be comforted for
“Jesus resurrected Lazarus” (John 11:43-44) and promises, this will
happen in the future, globally to those who are sleeping in death.
Warmest regards, Denisa Batescoh.

Gregory , Crystal and Aj Antley - December 07, 2017 at 01:50 PM

To my one and only Aunt Bessie. Words can't do enough to express
the love she has showed me and the Johnson family. Rest now
Aunt Bessie, love you always

Tyrone, Patrease, Tiana, and Mikell - December 06, 2017 at
11:59 AM

Tyrone, Patrease, Tiana, and Mikell purchased
the Arrive in Style for the family of Mrs. Bessie
Franklin.

https://www.wallacefuneraldirectorsinc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wallacefuneraldirectorsinc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

