Alphonzo A. Britt

October 12, 1928 - March 26, 2023
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Retired PA Narcotics Officer as well as Dauphin County Sheriff, Alphonzo A.
Britt, age 94, of Steelton, PA, passed away on Sunday, March 26, 2023. Al
was born in Norfolk, VA, though most of his life was spent in Steelton, PA.
Raised here from youth, he grew to find his life’s calling as a husband, father,
friend, musician and law enforcement officer. His mother moved to Harrisburg,
PA, with his brothers in the 1940’s. He is a graduate of the public school
system including Harrisburg High. At the age of 18, he was drafted into the
U.S. Army and served in the Korean War. After an honorable discharge from
service, he attended Gannon College in Erie, PA, and Dickinson College in
Carlisle, PA, as well as earning an associate degree in law enforcement and
criminal justice from Temple University.

Al began his law enforcement career with the PA Office of the Attorney
General. Al was affectionately known as “Money” around the law enforcement
community due to the large knot of money he would carry in his pocket. After
a brief retirement, he returned to law enforcement with Dauphin County
Sheriff's Department for 13 years earning rank of Sergeant. His 30+ years of
law enforcement was his life’s passion and the vitality of his spirit and tireless
work ethic are reflected in the countless awards and commendations that
drape the walls of his home.

Skilled at playing the saxophone since the age of 10 and teaching himself to



read music, he made a name for himself throughout the musician’s
community. During his early years of working in law enforcement, he played
jazz saxophone professionally. Alphonzo played with R&B and jazz greats,
Jackie Wilson, James Brown and Billy Eckstine. Later, he formed his own jazz
bands and while playing at a particular club in Harrisburg, PA, he met a
beautiful lady sitting in the audience finger popping to his bebop rhythm.
Several years later in 1960 he would marry this wonderful woman, the late
Mabel “Billie” Britt. Soon after he received several offers by other jazz bands
to join them on tour. He refused this superstar opportunity due to starting a
family and preferred to stay close to home. On April 29, 1963, a beautiful baby
girl was born. Putting his professional music career behind, he continued to
play his saxophone for small local gigs, family and friends, and the occasional
house guest.

He was a motorcycle enthusiast and avid rider with long standing membership
in the Blue Knights Motorcycle Club of active & retired law enforcement
officers who enjoy riding motorcycles. He was a member of Nimrod Consistory
#9, 32° Mason, PA Friends of Jazz, Harrisburg Musical Association, Local
269, American Federation of Musicians and countless others.

After the passing of Billie Britt, he was blessed again to fall in love with
longtime friend, Florentina Gentry, making her family our family. She was with
him when he passed.

He was preceded in death by his mother Lorraine Clements; brothers Vernon
Clements and Randy Colden; and his beloved wife of 37 years, Mabel “Billie”
Britt. He leaves to cherish his memory: caring and loving daughter, Geneen
Britt-Mitchell of Steelton; daughter-in-law, Monique Mitchell; loving common-
law wife, Florentina Gentry; stepdaughter, Ruby Doub; step-son-in-law
Michael Doub; step-grands, Steven Crummel and Chelsea Doub; and sister-
in-law, Ruby Colden. Al and Billie also had a special bond with “like



daughters” Romaine Beth Brown and Lucinda “Cindy” Parker (in their own
words, “no one will ever understand how much they meant to us”); along with
a host of nieces, nephews and close friends.

He was a true mentor and friend to many in the community.

In Lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial gifts be made to: Amedisys
Foundation 3854 American Way, Suite A, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816

FAMILY AND FRIENDS ARE ENCOURAGED TO CLICK ON THE SHARE A
MEMORY TAB TO POST VIDEOS, SHARE MEMORIES, CONDOLENCES,
REFLECTIONS OR SIMPLY LEAVE YOUR NAME.



Cemetery Details

William Howard Day Cemetery

Lincoln and Carlisle Streets
Steelton, PA 17113

Previous Events

Flower Delivery

APR 8. 8:30 AM - 9:00 AM (ET)

Wallace Funeral Directors Inc.

106 Agnes St

Harrisburg, PA 17104

(717) 939-9950
wallacefuneraldirectors@gmail.com
https://www.wallacefuneraldirectorsinc.com

Viewing

APR 8. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Wallace Funeral Directors Inc.

106 Agnes St

Harrisburg, PA 17104

(717) 939-9950
wallacefuneraldirectors@gmail.com
https://www.wallacefuneraldirectorsinc.com
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Service

APR 8. 11:00 AM (ET)

Wallace Funeral Directors Inc.

106 Agnes St

Harrisburg, PA 17104

(717) 939-9950
wallacefuneraldirectors@gmail.com
https://www.wallacefuneraldirectorsinc.com
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Tribute Wall

Wallace Funeral Directors created a Tribute Video in memory of
Alphonzo A. Britt

In Loving
Mr. Alphon

October 12, 1928

Wallace Funeral Directors - April 08, 2023 at 01:33 PM

Wallace Funeral Directors created a Webcast in memory of
Alphonzo A. Britt
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Wallace Funeral Directors - April 08, 2023 at 08:51 AM

Rest in peace. Our mother (Flo Gentry’s) love of a lifetime - |
remember meeting him when | was in 12th grade when my Mom
and him came to Hills

Department store where | worked.

Absent from the body present with the Lord.

ED Watkins

Praise God for the GOOD people they had in their lives. Adios Al

else Watkins - October 02, 2023 at 02:47 AM



My condolences to the family. | am just seeing "
AL's obituary. | would have gone to his

services. We worked at the Sheriff |

department for many years. He was such a “
gentle and kind person. Amazing | just

thought about him not long ago. Rest Well Al, job well done.

Michele Branch

Michele Branch - April 12, 2023 at 02:42 PM

Doe was loved by all who knew him. He will be greatly missed.
Peenie, | pray for your comfort in the days to come. How blessed
you were to have him for as long as you did. | love you my friend
and will always be here for you.

Pam and Mary - April 08, 2023 at 10:12 AM

Geneen my deepest sympathy in the passing of cousin Al. You were
blessed to have him and my cousin Billie in your life. He was a
gentle giant and | loved listening to him tell his stories at get
togethers.

Keeping you in my prayers.

Cousin, Joyce Culpepper

Joyce Culpepper - April 06, 2023 at 11:32 AM



Sending love and prayers as you remember
and celebrate a life shared generously and
well lived by Al.

Sharia Benn

Sharia Benn - April 06, 2023 at 07:50 AM

Lucille Ray lit a candle in memory of
Alphonzo A. Britt

Lucille Ray - April 05, 2023 at 04:02 PM
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Jayne E. Henderson - April 05, 2023 at 12:45 AM

Yvonne Donald lit a candle in memory of
Alphonzo A. Britt

Yvonne Donald - April 03, 2023 at 05:37 PM
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Kelli Hawkinschilds lit a candle in memory of ]

Alphonzo A. Britt

Kelli Hawkinschilds - April 03, 2023 at 11:07 AM

Geneen - So sorry to hear of Doe passing. He was such an
amazing man. Always had a great time and wonderful memories

when | was with your family. @ Sending you love and hugs. Pam n
Harry Miller.

Pam n Harry Miller - April 02, 2023 at 05:09 PM

Condolences to His family and friends.. Amery Weaver and the
Corbitt family

Amery Weaver - April 02, 2023 at 03:42 PM



